
Flo Murray......was my girlfriend - with my wife's permission! 
 
A few weeks ago, on Jan 2nd Flo turned 94 - Four years ago, I was 
honoured to have been invited to Flo's 90th birthday party at the 
Seniors Centre. If you ever thought you knew someone, I found out 
I actually knew very little about this vivacious, energetic always on 
the go, senior icon. I can only speak to the Flo Murray I knew - 
some of her more recent community  involvements, her love for 
politics in a 'get involved 'way, including her personal support in my 
politics whether it was at the municipal or at the Federal level, her 
love of tennis, her spirit in volunteering  and her phenomenal 
passion and success in fundraising- we shared a common bond in 
many of these areas.  
 

 Flo volunteered  in several of my election campaigns, not in the 
office as one might expect a person in their late 70's or 80's, she 
was out walking and door knocking in all types of weather -  setting 
the pace for the majority of my younger, less experienced campaign 
team members. Who knew how fortunate I was with Flo on the 
team - What voter could say no to a petit, positive, smiling and 
persuasive lady in her 80's when asking for their support!! 
 

Little did I know that when elected mayor I would see Flo on a 
regular basis at Council - I actually had to wonder who the real 
politician was, me or Flo? - Flo could work the room better than 
most!! 
 

Especially when it came to fundraising at Council. I searched the 
Town web site - Council minutes and found pages of references to 
Flo, from supporting delegations for a tennis/activity centre just a 
few weeks ago appealing for Council support,  to receiving grants 



from the Merkur-Lebovic Arts and Culture fund for the Seniors 
Centre Book Club. And it was not just from David Merker. Shauna 
Tepperman and Joe Lebovic that she was able to extract funding 
from, but also from my Golf tournament in years when the club 
was.....and wasn't.... designated to receive funds. If not on the list, 
she would simply show up at my Mayor's office door and ask if 
there was any residue from the tournament that she could have for 
the book club - who would say no? And, I have knowledge, now 
that this community supportive fundraiser has been resurrected 
with Mayor Dawe, that he as well, has committed funds - at Flo's 
request, to the book club. 
 

 By far Flo's crowning achievement in fundraising during our 
association, was as a result of her tireless efforts to raise funds for 
the 'NEW' seniors Centre. In volunteering to raise the funds she did, 
Flo connected with the Towns first Farmers Market and she set up 
to be ready at 8am every Saturday at the Temperance Street site to 
sell trinkets/books/muffins and other fundraising items. She 
appealed to my Mayors Golf Tournament Committee and received 
a $40,000 commitment which she realized and received with 
Charles Sequiera over a 2 year period. She worked selling bricks on 
a 'buy a brick' program raising even more funds for the Seniors 
Centre.  
 

As the Council report of the day reads 
 " Ms Flo Murray addressed Council, on behalf of the Aurora 
Seniors’ Association, to provide an update on their fundraising 
program. Ms Murray advised that a total of $250,671.24 has been 
raised through a number of initiatives, some of which were: 
$25,509.55 from “Buy A Brick”, $2,665.00 from a fashion show, 
$40,000.00 from the Mayor’s Golf Tournament, $40,084.00 from 



the Magna Hoedown, $8,201 from the Farmers Market, and 
$126,000 from naming rights sponsorships headed by Councillor 
West." (If Flo didn't raise the funds directly, she knew who to appeal 
to - successfully - to get the funds required.) 
Other events undertaken by the seniors were: selling raffle tickets, 
marquee tickets, hoedown tickets, fashion show tickets, soliciting 
door prizes, holding dances, bazaars and garage sales and selling t-
shirts and calendars. 
Ms Murray also advised that 126 new members have joined the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre since the opening and since November 1, 
2005, 1,731 people have enjoyed the new building." It has grown 
even more so since then! 
 

During the time I knew Flo, she was also recognized for the - "Warm 
Hearts, Warming Hands"  program - Flo  was known as the , “Head 
Knitter” in this activity which  was initiated by Councillor Alison 
Collins-Mrakas with the cooperation of the Aurora Character 
Committee and the Aurora Seniors’ Association. Flo also served 
tirelessly as a Director on the Aurora Senior Centre Board for many 
years. 
 

Flo was also recognized  for her Volunteerism in the Senior Citizen 
category in the  6th Annual "In Celebration of Women" Awards 
Banquet held in 2005 at Le Parc. A few years ago, Flo called me in a 
panic. She had been required to take her drivers test and she 
missed a few components. She was being permitted to retake the 
test and was allowed to drive until then. She was very concerned 
about who would provide transportation to those she was helping if 
she lost her licence. She asked me to write a letter to the Ministry 
of Transportation to explain the importance of her being able to 
drive for those in the community that needed it. She asked me to 



sign it as the former Mayor to hopefully have some weight. I would 
do this for no one else but Flo. In my heart, I knew this was not 
going to influence anyone, but she asked and I complied. A few 
weeks later she re-tested and passed - on her own ability! And 
shortly after that she took ownership of a new car. 
 

Flo never rested on her laurels. Just last week, a few of us received 
invitations to join Flo on 'Linked In', a professional face book type of 
social media web collaboration for business people.....I think Flo 
was just about to launch a new and more creative way to continue 
to raise funds for her next projects. 
 

Flo was also a CHATS - Community & Home Assistance to Seniors 
client, and I have featured Flo on my CHATS Walk for Wellness 
fundraising page, and will be doing this years Walk next week in 
Flo's memory. 
 

All this said, the Flo that I will always remember will be that happy 
face, bubbling with enthusiasm that was always greeting me, and 
everyone else, at the entrance of the Aurora Seniors centre, 
accompanied by her good friend Gail, selling tickets for a raffle 
and/or a 50-50, wearing some outlandish hat, fully themed for 
whatever the event of the day was! Gail passed away last year and I 
am convinced anyone going through the Pearly gates from Monday 
on will be greeted by Gail and Flo, adorned with a heavenly hat and 
a hand full of 50-50 tickets for a fundraiser in heaven. 
 
Flo WAS my girl friend....with my wife's permission - someone I 
continually learned from, respected, envied and above all, always 
enjoyed and had fun with -it was a relationship I will always 
cherish! 


